
Disabled 
and at school 

If you are disabled then you have 

rights.  Your school has to respect 

your rights and try to help you out. 

School plans 
Every school has to have a 

plan about how they will help 

disabled pupils with their school 

work and how they will make it 

easier to get around the school.  

The plan also has to say how 

the school will help disabled pu-

pils to understand things that 

normally come in writing. 

 

You can tell the school what 

you think should be in the plan 

and you can also ask to have a 

copy in a form you understand. 

 

For more advice or information 

see the back page for details. 

This leaflet was  

written by the  

Education Law Unit.  

You can contact us at : 

 

Education Law Unit, 
Govan Law Centre, 

47 Burleigh Street, 

Glasgow G51 3LB 

Tel / Text : 0141 445 1955 

Fax : 0141 445 3934 

E-Mail : advice@edlaw.org.uk 

Web : www.edlaw.org.uk 
 

You can get more advice from: 

Disability Rights Commission 
08457 622 633 

Enquire : 0131 222 2400 

Scottish Child Law Centre 
0800 328 8970 (under 18s only) 



Disabled and at school 
This leaflet is for children and 

young people who need extra 

help at school.  It is also  

available in Braille, audio, BSL 

video and other languages. 

 

Am I disabled ? 
Disabled can include lots of  

different people.  It’s not just 

people in wheelchairs.  It can 

be problems with seeing or 

hearing.  It can be problems 

with speech or learning or  

understanding things.  It can 

be all sorts of problems people 

have.  About one in every 

seven people has a disability 

of some sort. 

What should my school do ? 
If you are disabled, then your 

school must not treat you 

worse than other pupils  

because of your disability. 

 

For example, you shouldn’t 

normally be stopped from  

taking part in classes, or 

school trips or activities  

because of a disability. 

 

The school may also have to 

make some changes to the 

way they do things if it will help 

you at school. 

 

For example, you may need 

extra time to do your  

homework or to finish class 

tests.  You may need access to 

the staff toilets or for your  

lessons to be held in ground 

floor classrooms. 

 

What if it doesn’t happen ? 
If you think your school has 

treated you badly because you 

are disabled or the school has 

not made changes to help you, 

you can ask for a Conciliator.  

A Conciliator is a person who 

will help you and the school to 

agree what should happen 

next.  To find out more, contact 

the Disability Rights  

Commission (see back page 

for details). 


